THE BELT AND ROAD: THE BALKAN PERSPECTIVE
Political and Security Aspects

Publisher
University of Belgrade — Faculty of Security Studies

For the Publisher
Prof. Ivica Radovi¢, PhD

Editor of the book
Prof. Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢, PhD

Editorial
Shao Binhong, PhD
Institute of World Economics & Politics,
China Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing

Prof. Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢, PhD
Faculty of Security Studies, Belgrade

Prof. Zoran Dragisi¢, PhD
Faculty of Security Studies, Belgrade

Prof. Zarko Obradovié¢, PhD
The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, Belgrade

English Editing
MAGNUS Translation Plant TEAM

Edition
800 copies

ISBN 978-86-80144-11-5



THE ONE BELT, ONE ROAD:
THE BALKAN PERSPECTIVE

POLITICAL AND SECURITY ASPECTS

Editor of the book:
Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢

Editorial:

Sao Binhong, PhD
Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢, PhD
Zoran Dragis$i¢, PhD
Zarko Obradovié¢, PhD

[Pb]

YHUBEP3UTET Y BEOTPALY
OAKYNTET BE3BEOHOCTH
UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE
FACULTY OF SECURITY STUDIES

Belgrade, 2016.






CONTENT

FOreword . . ..., 7

Long Jing, PhD
THE FUTURE OF COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA
AND THE BALKANS AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN
THE “16 + 1" COOPERATION AND THE “ONE BELT, ONE ROAD”
INITIATIVE ... 11

Prof. Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢, PhD
CHINESE POWER AND GEO-POLITICS OF THE BALKANS
(“ONE BELT, ONE ROAD"” — A REALISTIC FORECAST) ...ovvveeviiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 23

Liu Zuokui, PhD
“164+1 COOPERATION" IN THE CONTEXT
OF “THE ONE BELT, ONE ROAD INITIATIVE” ........cccccccccii 45

Prof. Zoran Dragi$i¢, PhD
SECURITY IDENTITY OF THE BALKANS AND THE NEW SILK ROAD.. 71

Prof. Zarko Obradovi¢, PhD
THE ONE BELT, ONE ROAD: THE BALKAN PERSPECTIVE
(POLITICAL AND SECURITY ASPECTS ) ceunieieeee e 85

Branislav Todorovi¢, Aphrodite A. Bletas
RESILIENCE PLANNING FOR CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE LINKED
TO “ONE BELT, ONE ROAD"” INITIATIVE
IN BALKANS AND GREECE ....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 101

John M. Nomikos, Tassos Symeonides
GREEK-CHINESE RELATIONS IN THE 21ST CENTURY ......ccecceevieen. 117

Valentin Katrandzhiev, PhD
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHINESE STRATEGY
FOR THE WIDER BLACK SEA REGION ....ooooiiiiiiiiiie e 133

Prof. SiniSa Tatalovi¢, PhD
CROATIAN POLICY TOWARDS THE 16 + 1 INITIATIVE —
MISSED OPPORTUNITIES ..o 145



6 Contents

Mladen Naki¢, PhD
THE “ONE BELT, ONE ROAD” INITIATIVE:
CHALLENGES FOR CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE. ....................... 163

Milan Balazic, PhD
GEOPOLITICS OF THE WESTERN BALKANS 25 YEARS
AFTER THE DISINTEGRATION OF YUGOSLAVIA ......ccoooiiiiiiieiieeeeeen. 173

Milan Lipovac (Danijela Nejkovic)
NEW SILK ROAD: A CHINESE TRUMP-CARD IN A GLOBAL
POWER STRUGGLE AGAINST THE US!? ... 189

Vladimir Ajzenhamer, PhD
PRODUCING THE ETHNIC — RELIGIOUS OTHERNESS
AS THE SECURITY CHALLENGE IN THE PROJECT NEW SILK PATH............ 213



Foreword

Approximately until the turn of the new milenium (apparently viewed
from the perspective of the Christian West), to most of the contemporaries,
China seemed to be the leading country of the Third World at best. Only
the more informed saw a “rising force” in it, and almost none a potential
“super power”. This was not surprising given that during the 19th and 20th
centuries China passed through the probably most dramatic period of its
thousand-yearlong existence: internal wars and rebellion, neocolonial status
and foreign occupation made the first-rate pre-modern world force become
its own modern pale shadow on the verge of disappearance. However, a
reversal ensued with the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
(1949). A rapid and controversial development of this country, achieved
with extraordinary efforts and great sacrifice, has made it possible for the
world’s first country by number of population and the fourth largest to
transform into the second economic force on the planet only a few decades
later, after an economic and political opening to the world (in the early
80’s).

Further development in this direction was announced in September
2013. When the Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a new big business
initiative and an investment venture called “One Belt One Road” or “New
Silk Road”. It is about revitalizing the old (even ancient) land belt and
creating a new sea route that gets China closer to Europe (and vice versa).
It is a project unprecedented in a modern world economy that embraces
more than 60 states with nearly 4.5 billion people! The Collection of Works
that is before you is the result of the pioneering effort of a group of authors
to provide the academic and professional public in Serbia and the region
with a broader insight into this megaproject and especially to present its
importance for the Balkan countries. More precisely, the papers from which
the Collection was made analyze various aspects of cooperation between the
People’s Republic of China and 16 Central and Eastern European countries,
whose realization was defined by the so-called “16 + 1" framework.

The “16 + 1" cooperation encompasses a larger number of multilateral
agreements and the implementation mechanisms provided for by those
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agreements. At the same time it can be interpreted as the greatest
achievement of contemporary Chinese diplomacy, but also as one of its
most serious long-term challenges. The initiative to start this cooperation
came from the Chinese side, and soon became widely accepted with great
interest and enthusiasm in Central and Eastern Europe. Since then, the
efforts to implement the “16 + 1" plan have been ongoing, and the joint
summits are being held regularly. This contributes not only to the greater
approchement of the People’s Republic of China and its 16 + 1" partners
but also to a better understanding and development of cooperation among
the Central European and Eastern European countries.

Just a few years after the launch of the “16 + 1” initiative, we are
witnessing its flashy evolution from an attractive idea to institutionalized
international reality. This framework of cooperation already has specific
institutional mechanisms such as regular annual summits, meetings of the
leaders of these countries at the prime ministerial level, regular meetings of
the economic and trade forum, as well as preparatory activities preceeding
the summits - national coordinators’ meetings.

From the Chinese perspective, the 16 countries mentioned, and
especially those that have recently become members of the European
Union, can play the role of a bridge between the giant China market and
the rich EU market. For Central and Eastern European countries, China is a
trusted partner whose impressive and stable economic growth opens up the
possibility for fertile and thriving economic cooperation. That is why these
countries, affected by the recent global economic crisis, turn to China as
an important partner, but also as a friend that can help them regain their
economic stability and advance together on the road to a certain, safer and
more prosperous future.

In this regard, the purpose of this thematic collection is to gather
the leading domestic and foreign researchers from different academic
disciplines so as to collect their experience and research findings with
respect to security, that is to say, political and/or economic aspects of the
“New Silk Road”, with special reference to its Balkan route. That is why,
academics and experts from China and Serbia, as well as Greece, Bulgaria,
Croatia and Slovenia participated in the writing and preparation of this
Collection of Works.

[t is our intention to lay the basis for further ongoing interdisciplinary
discussion within which domestic and foreign experts would discuss the
most important (geo)political issues, security challenges and threats,
specific economic and other topics relating to the New Silk Road i.e. the
“16 + 1" cooperation.



